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On 16™ January, 2025 the Monthly Faculty Lecture was held under the aegis of Swami
Vivekananda University at NND block, Room No: 307, where Dr. Pramiti Roy, Associate
Professor & Head, Department of Journalism & Mass Communication; Director,
School of Humanities & Social Sciences, Swami Vivekananda University, West Bengal,
delivered an insightful lecture on the crucial topic of " The Evolution of Human Interaction:
Communication before Technology." The event was graced by the presence of SVU officials,
directors of various departments, faculty members, staff, and research scholars, making it a
significant gathering of academic and professional minds.

Introduction

The session commenced with an opening address by Prof. (Dr.) Ranjan Chakrabarti,
Director, Research & Academic Development, SVU, who highlighted the importance of
understanding the historical evolution of communication. He underscored how early methods
of communication laid the groundwork for the sophisticated systems we use today,
highlighting that the journey from cave paintings to modern technology demonstrates
humanity's innate desire to connect and share knowledge. Dr. Pramiti Roy, an eminent
academic and researcher with extensive experience in Journalism & Mass Communication,
was introduced as the speaker. Her background and achievements set the stage for a profound
discussion on human interaction and communication.

Key Highlights of the Lecture

Dr. Roy’s lecture explored the evolution of communication from cave paintings and gestures
to language and written systems, emphasizing oral traditions, non-verbal methods, and
Aristotle’s communication model. Key elements—Ethos (credibility), Pathos (emotion), and
Logos (logic)—were highlighted, showcasing their relevance in both ancient contexts and
modern digital communication. The following points were discussed in detail:
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The Evolution of Communication

Dr. Roy’s lecture provided a comprehensive overview of human communication before the
advent of technology. She traced the trajectory from primitive methods of expression to
structured systems that facilitated societal growth and global interaction.

1. Early Forms of Communication

Dr. Roy began by discussing how early humans used cave paintings, gestures, and symbols to
convey ideas. These rudimentary forms of communication not only expressed thoughts but

also preserved experiences for future generations.

Cave Paintings: Found in places like Lascaux, France, these served as visual stories of
survival, rituals, and the natural world.

Gestures and Symbols: Universal and accessible, these non-verbal methods helped

communities share simple yet vital information.

2. The Development of Language

The advent of language marked a pivotal transformation in human interaction. Language
enabled storytelling, cultural exchange, and the preservation of knowledge. Oral traditions
became instrumental in passing down history, values, and practices across generations.

Oral Traditions: Through storytelling, communities shared legends, moral lessons, and
historical events, fostering a sense of identity and continuity.

The Role of Non-Verbal Communication

Dr. Roy emphasized that non-verbal communication was as important as spoken language.
Symbols, art, and even architecture conveyed complex messages that transcended linguistic
barriers.

Symbols and Art: These relied on shared cultural understanding, deepening connections
within and between communities.

Architecture: Structures like Stonehenge or the pyramids served as both practical and
symbolic expressions of human ingenuity and societal values.

Communication in Early Civilizations

With the rise of civilizations, communication evolved to meet the demands of organized
societies, as settled communities required systems for governance, trade, and information
sharing. The invention of writing systems, such as cuneiform and hieroglyphics,
revolutionized record-keeping, administration, and cultural expression. Trade routes
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facilitated the exchange of goods, ideas, and cultural practices across vast distances, while
carly postal systems ensured messages could travel long distances. Additionally, social hubs
like schools, marketplaces, and religious centers became pivotal for interaction and the
dissemination of knowledge, fostering societal growth and connectivity.

Aristotle’s Model of Communication

Dr. Roy explored Aristotle’s model of communication, introduced in Rhetoric, and its
enduring influence on modern communication dynamics. She explained its key elements: the
Speaker (responsible for crafting and delivering the message), the Message (structured to
inform, persuade, or entertain), and the Audience (whose response reflects the message’s
effectiveness). She also detailed Aristotle's modes of persuasion—Ethos (credibility), Pathos
(emotional appeal), and Logos (logical reasoning)—and emphasized their application in
contemporary fields such as public speaking, marketing, education, and digital
communication, where persuasion and audience engagement remain essential.

. Modern Relevance of Aristotle’s Communication Model

The session highlighted the relevance of Aristotle’s principles in the digital age, where Ethos
(credibility) is demonstrated by users and organizations on platforms like Instagram or
LinkedIn through verified credentials and consistent transparency. Pathos (emotion) drives
engagement in campaigns like #BlackLivesMatter or GoFundMe, using emotional stories and
visuals to inspire action, while advertisements create personal connections with consumers.
Logos (logic) is employed by businesses and influencers through data, statistics, and
infographics shared on platforms like LinkedIn and Twitter to substantiate claims and
persuade stakeholders. Dr. Roy emphasized that modern effective communication blends

these elements to engage diverse audiences effectively.

Discussion and Q&A Session

Following the lecture, an interactive Q&A session allowed attendees to delve deeper into the

. topics discussed. Questions ranged from the implications of early communication methods on
modern systems to the ethical considerations of persuasion in digital media. Dr. Roy’s
insightful responses enriched the discussion, leaving the audience with a deeper appreciation
of communication's enduring significance.

Concluding Remarks

The event concluded with a vote of thanks, acknowledging the efforts of the organizers,
speakers, and attendees. The session provided a thought-provoking exploration of human
interaction before technology, demonstrating how communication has evolved from simple
expressions to complex systems that connect the modern world.

In an era dominated by digital communication, understanding these historical roots reminds
us of the timeless human need to connect, share, and collaborate. The event underscored that
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while technology has transformed how we communicate, the fundamental principles of

effective interaction—credibility, emotion, and logic—remain unchanged.
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Impact and Takeaways

The event highlighted the profound evolution of human communication, from cave paintings
to structured systems like language and writing, emphasizing their role in shaping societies.
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Dr. Roy’s exploration of Aristotle’s communication model—focusing on ethos (credibility),
pathos (emotion), and logos (logic)—demonstrated its timeless relevance in modern contexts
such as public speaking and digital media. Attendees gained insights into how
communication tools and principles, both ancient and contemporary, foster connection,
persuasion, and knowledge dissemination. The key takeaway was the enduring importance of
effective communication in building relationships, influencing audiences, and addressing
societal challenges in an increasingly interconnected world.
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Dr. Bikash Panja

Joint Co-ordinator Prof. (Dr.) Ranjan Chakrabarti,

Monthly Faculty Lecture Series, SVU Director, Research & Academic
Development, SVU

Dr. Liton Mallick

Joint Co-ordinator
Monthly Faculty Lecture Series, SVU
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M Gmail Bikash Panja <bikashp@svu.ac.in>

Fwd: Corrected Invitation Letter for SVU l;aculty Lecture Series, January 2025

2 messages

Director, Research & Development <director.research@svu.ac.in> Wed, Jan 15, 2025 at 2:32 PM
To: pramitir@svu.ac.in
Cc: Bikash Panja <bikashp@svu.ac.in>, "Dr.Liton Mallick" <litonm@svu.ac.in>

To
Dr. Pramiti Roy

Associate Professor and Head
Department of Mass Communication

Swami Vivekananda University
Subject: Invitation Letter for SVU Faculty Lecture Series, January, 2025

Dear Esteemed Madam

Greetings,
At the outset let us acknowledge your research contribution in the field of Journalism and Mass

Communication.

Swami Vivekananda University, Barrackpore, West Bengal, organizes a Faculty Lecture every month.. |
am pleased to invite you on behalf of the University. to deliver the Faculty Lecture on "The Evolution of
Human Interaction: Communication Before Technology" on January 16, 2025. It will be held at our
campus on 16.01.25 at 2:00 P.M.

Your expertise and insights will greatly enrich the program, and your presence will inspire our faculty
and research scholars.

A line in confirmation will be much appreciated.
For any further clarification, please feel free to contact the undersigned.

Professor Ranjan Chakrabarti,

Director Research and Academic Development, Swami Vivekananda University

Hony. Visiting Professor, Jadavpur University

Former Vice Chancellor of Vidyasagar University and Netaji Subhas Open University (WB)

Fulbright Scholar, Brown University 1994-95
Charles Wallace Fellow,L.ondon University 1997
Alexander O'Vietor Memorial Fellow, Brown University 2004

Pramiti Roy <pramitir@svu.ac.in> Wed, Jan 15, 2025 at 3:11 PM
To: "Director, Research & Development" <director.research@svu.ac.in>
Cc: Bikash Panja <bikashp@svu.ac.in>, "Dr.Liton Mallick" <litonm@svu.ac.in>

Respected Sir,
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At the outset thank you so much for your kind invitation to deliver the Faculty Lecture on January 16,
2025. It is an absolute honour to be a part of this esteemed event, and | am delighted to confirm my presence.

1 look forward to engaging with the faculty and research scholars and contributing to this enriching
program. Please feel free to share any additional details or requirements for the session.

Warm regards,

Dr. Pramiti Roy

Head, Journalism & Mass Communication
Director, Humanities and Social Sciences.
Swami Vivekananda University
Ph:9903868582/8961007405
https://mwww.swamivivekanandauniversity.ac.in
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M Gma || Bikash Panja <bikashp@svu.ac.in>

Fwd: Invitation Letter for éVU Faculty Léalre Series, January 2025
1 message

Mon, Jan 13, 2025 at 4:18 PM

Director, Research & Development <director.research@svu.ac.in>
To: pramitir@svu.ac.in
Cc: "Dr.Liton Mallick" <litonm@svu.ac.in>, Bikash Panja <bikashp@svu.ac.in>

To

Dr. Promiti Roy

Associate Professor and Head
Department of Mass Communication

Swami Vivekananda University
Subject: Invitation Letter for SVU Faculty Lecture Series, January, 2025

Dear Esteemed Madam

Greetings,
At the outset let us acknowledge your research contribution in the field of Journalism and Mass
Communication.

Swami Vivekananda University, Barrackpore, West Bengal, organizes a Faculty Lecture every month.. |
am pleased to invite you on behalf of the University, to deliver the Faculty Lecture on "The Evolution of
Human Interaction: Communication Before Technology" on January 16, 2025. It will be held at our
campus on 16.01.25 at 2:00 P.M.

Your expertise and insights will greatly enrich the program, and your presence will inspire our faculty
and research scholars.

A line in confirmation will be much appreciated.

For any further clarification, please feel free to contact the undersigned.

Professor Ranjan Chakrabarti,

Director Research and Academic Development, Swami Vivekananda University

Hony. Visiting Professor, Jadavpur University

Former Vice Chancellor of Vidyasagar University and Netaji Subhas Open University (WB)

Fulbright Scholar, Brown University 1994-95
Charles Wallace Fellow,London University 1997
Alexander O'Vietor Memorial Fellow, Brown University 2004
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