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On 28" December, 2024 the Monthly Faculty Lecture was held under the aegis of Swami
Vivekananda University at NND block, Room No: 307, where The Hon'ble VC, Prof.
Subrata Kumar Dey, Swami Vivekananda University inaugurated the SVU monthly faculty
lecture Series and Prof. Ranjan Chakrabarti, Director, Research & Academic
Development, SVU an insightful lecture on “From Environmental Humanities to Planetary
Humanities: A preliminary Probe™ The event was graced by the presence of SVU officials,
directors of various departments, faculty members, staff, and research scholars, making it a
significant gathering of academic and professional minds.

Introduction

The event began with an opening address by Prof. (Dr.) Ranjan Chakrabarti, Director,
Research & Academic Development, SVU, a distinguished historian and academic leader,
who introduced the ground-breaking concept of Planectary Humanities. Highlighting the
critical need to bridge historical, biological, and geological timelines, His lecture aimed to
inspire interdisciplinary dialogue and provide fresh perspectives on humanity's role within the
broader planetary framework. The session was well-attended by academics, researchers, and
students from diverse fields, reflecting its interdisciplinary relevance.

Key Highlights of the Lecture

Prof. Chakrabarti delivered an insightful lecture on planetary history, introducing a
groundbreaking interdisciplinary category termed "Planetary Humanities." The lecture
emphasized the need for a dialogue between historical, biological, and geological time in

addressing contemporary challenges like global warming and the climate crisis. The
following points were discussed in detail:

1. Introduction to Planetary Humanities
Prof. Chakrabarti began by outlining the concept of Planetary Humanities, describing it as a

paradigm shift in understanding history and the interconnectedness of humanity with the
broader ecological and geological processes of Earth. He explained that traditional historical
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frameworks often fail to account for the "deep history" of the planet, which encompasses the
biological and geological timelines that preceded and shaped human existence.

Key elements of Planetary Humanities highlighted in the lecture included:

« Integrating environmental and climate history with social and cultural narratives.

» Viewing humanity as a geological force capable of reshaping planetary systems, as
seen in the Anthropocene era.

« Encouraging an interdisciplinary approach that draws from history, ecology, geology,
and anthropology to address pressing global challenges.

2. Importance of Linking Historical Time with Geological and Biological Time

Prof. Chakrabarti underscored the limitations of viewing history purely through the lens of
human events and timelines. He argued for the need to place historical developments within
the broader context of planetary processes, such as:

« Geological shifts that shaped ecosystems and civilizations.
« Biological changes, including evolution and extinction events, that influenced human
societies.

He illustrated how events like the Industrial Revolution and the subsequent rise of fossil fuel
consumption are not just historical but geological milestones, marking humanity's impact on
Earth's climate and ecosystems.

3. The Concept of Deep History

A significant portion of the lecture was dedicated to the concept of "deep history,” which
focuses on the long-term evolution of life and planetary systems. Prof. Chakrabarti

highlighted the importance of understanding deep history to better contextualize the current
climate crisis.

Key points included:

« The role of ice ages, volcanic activity, and tectonic shifts in shaping the Earth's
climate and biodiversity,

» The evolution of Homo sapiens within the broader biological timeline, emphasizing
our species' relatively short existence compared to Earth's 4.5-billion-year history.

» The need to adopt a "deep time" perspective to fully grasp the scale and urgency of
the climate crisis.

4. Global Warming and the Climate Crisis: A Planetary Perspective

Prof. Chakrabarti connected his discussion of deep history to the ongoing global warming and
climate crisis. He emphasized that understanding the planet's geological and biological past is
crucial for devising sustainable solutions.
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Specific points discussed were:

*» How past climate shifts, such as the end of the last ice age, offer insights into the
potential consequences of current warming trends.

o The unprecedented scale of human-driven changes, including deforestation,
urbanization, and greenhouse gas emissions.

o The importance of interdisciplinary collaboration to address the multi-faceted
challenges posed by global warming.

He also highlighted examples of historical societies that adapted or failed to adapt to
environmental changes, drawing parallels to the challenges faced by modern civilizations.

5. Interdisciplinary Approaches in Planetary Humanities

Prof. Chakrabarti advocated for the adoption of interdisciplinary methodologies to address
complex planetary issues. He outlined how various fields can contribute to Planetary
Humanities:

« History: Documenting human interactions with the environment over time.

« Geology: Understanding Earth's physical changes and their impact on ecosystems.

o Ecology: Examining the relationships between living organisms and their
environments.

« Anthropology: Studying cultural responses to environmental challenges.

He emphasized the importance of breaking down academic silos to foster a holistic
understanding of planetary systems and their interplay with human activity.

6. The Anthropocene and Human Responsibility

Prof. Chakrabarti introduced the concept of the Anthropocene—a proposed geological epoch
defined by significant human impact on the planet. He discussed how the Anthropocene

highlights humanity's dual role as both a driver of ecological change and a potential steward
of Earth's future.

Key topics included:

» The ethical implications of human dominance over natural systems.

» The need for a paradigm shift in how we view our relationship with the planet,
moving from exploitation to stewardship.

¢ The role of education and awareness in fostering a sense of collective responsibility
for the planet.
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Interactive Session

Following the lecture, an engaging Q&A session allowed attendees to delve deeper into the
concepts discussed. Questions ranged from the practical application of Planetary Humanities
in policymaking to the challenges of bridging disciplinary gaps in academic research.

Prof. Chakrabarti’s responses were thoughtful and enriched with examples, such as how
historical case studies of resource management can inform modern climate policies. He also
addressed concerns about the feasibility of interdisciplinary collaboration, emphasizing the
importance of mutual respect and open dialogue among scholars from diverse fields.

Concluding Remarks

The event concluded with a vote of thanks delivered by Dr. Bikash Panja, Professor,
Department of Mechanical Engineering, SVU who expressed gratitude to Prof. Ranjan
Chakrabarti for his thought-provoking session. He highlighted the lecture's relevance in the
context of global efforts to combat climate change and foster sustainable development. The
speaker's exceptional skill in uniting profound theoretical knowledge with practical insights
resonated deeply and earned widespread admiration from all attendees.
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Impact and Takeaways

Prof. Ranjan Chakrabarti's lecture left a lasting impression on the audience, inspiring them to
rethink humanity's place within the broader planetary framework. Key takeaways included:

o The importance of integrating historical, geological, and biological perspectives to
address global challenges.

e A deeper appreciation of the concept of "deep history" and its relevance in
understanding the climate crisis.

« Practical insights into fostering interdisciplinary collaboration in academic and
policymaking contexts.

The session served as a call to action for researchers, educators, and policymakers to embrace
the principles of Planetary Humanities in their work. By doing so, Prof. Chakrabarti
emphasized, humanity can better navigate the challenges of the Anthropocene and work
towards a more sustainable and equitable future.
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Dr. Bikash Panja ' ‘

Joint Co-ordinator Prof. (Dr.) Ranjan Chakrabarti,

Monthly Faculty Lecture Series, SVU Director, Research & Academic
Development, SVU

M
Dr. Liton Mallick

Joint Co-ordinator
Monthly Faculty Lecture Series, SYU
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