EXCELLENCE .

SWAMI VIVEKANANDA UNIVERSITY

INNOVATION . ENTREPRENEURSHIP
www.swamivivekanandauniversity.ac.in

Completion Report of One Day International Conference on

Nation, Internation and Transnation: Culture, Society and Politics in Tagore and his

Contemporaries

leome Lo

INTERNATIONAL CONFERENCE ON
NATION, INTERNATION AND
TRANSNATION:

CULTURE, SOCIETY AND POLITICS IN TAGORE
AND HIS CONTEMPORARIES.

n-p.; iment of English  the Centrefor Tagors Sivdies

o ity Tagore Studies (ScoTs), Edinburgh.

;M/Qﬂ;
(% @@.@@

16TH JUNE, 2024 (SUNDAY)
10 A.M. ONWARDS.

Organized by: Department of English, Swami Vivekananda University

Mode: Blended
Conference Date: 16.06.2024

Conference Time: 10:00 AM to 06:00 PM
Venue: Hall 01, Meghnad Saha Block, Swami Vivekananda University, Barrackpore



Mission

The Department of English, Swami Vivekananda University, Barrackpore decided to celebrate and
deepen the understanding of the profound contributions of the Bard of Bengal Rabindranath
Tagore to literature, music, philosophy, and culture by organizing a conference titled “Culture,
Society and Politics in Tagore and his Contemporaries”. The mission of the conference was to
explore Tagore's lasting influence on modern thought, both in India and across the world, by
facilitating scholarly discussions on his literary works, his pioneering approach to education, and
his advocacy for social reform. It provided a platform for academicians, artists, and thinkers to
engage with Tagore’s ideas, examining his reflections on nationalism, humanism, spirituality, and

identity in the context of a rapidly changing global society.

Vision

The vision behind organizing the conference on Rabindranath Tagore was to create a dynamic
platform for intellectual engagement, fostering a deeper understanding of his multifaceted
contributions to literature, art, music, and social thought. This conference sought to highlight
Tagore's global significance, offering a space for scholars, artists, and thinkers to explore his
enduring impact on modern literature, education, and cultural discourse. Through interdisciplinary
dialogues, the event aimed to present Tagore not just as a literary giant, but also as a visionary who
redefined the intersections between creativity, spirituality, and social progress.

Concept Note:

Rabindranath Tagore, one of the most influential figures in world literature and philosophy, left
an indelible mark on literature, music, art, education, and social reform. The international
conference on Tagore was conceptualized to offer an exceptional opportunity to explore his vast
and diverse contributions to global thought and culture. The conference has brought together
scholars, artists, and thinkers from around the world to delve into various aspects of Tagore’s work,

including his poetry, essays, plays, songs, and educational philosophy.

Speaker Details:




Dr. Bashabi Fraser

Dr. Bashabi Fraser, CBE, HonFASL is an award winning poet, children’s writer, editor and
academic. She is the recipient of a CBE (2021 The Queen’s New Year Honours) for Education
(her academic work), culture (poetry) and cultural integration (her bridge building projects linking
Scotland and India) and was made Honorary Fellow of the Association of Scottish Studies in 2022.

She has been declared Outstanding Woman of Scotland by Saltire Society in 2015.

She is Professor Emerita of English and Creative Writing, Edinburgh Napier University and
Founder Director of Scottish Centre of Tagore Studies (ScoTs). She is also an Honorary Fellow,
Centre for South Asian Studies, University of Edinburgh, Honorary Fellow of the Association of
Scottish Literary Studies (ASLS), Scotland and a Royal Literary Fund Fellow. She is the Chief
Editor of the academic and creative peer-reviewed international e-journal, Gitanjali and Beyond
and is on the Editorial Board of several international peer-reviewed journals and is on the Editorial
Board of WritetrsMosaic, a Royal Literary Fund division.

Her work traverses continents in transnational literary projects. She has authored and edited 25
books, published several articles and chapters in academic and creative books/journals and has
been widely anthologized as a poet. Her recent publications include Habitat (2023), Lakshmi’s
Footprints and Paisely Patterns: Perspectives on Scoto-Indian Literary and Cultural
Interrelations (2023), The Patient Dignity (2021) and Rabindranath Tagore (2019).

Her other recent awards include Swami Vivekananda University’s Vivek Jyoti Sanman, 2023;

Special Honour conferred as writer and Tagore Scholar awarded by Bangla Worldwide, 2023; the



Lifetime Achievement Award, 2022 presented by the UK Bengali Convention (UKBC); the Dr
Maheswar Neog IPPL Award for Poetry 2022; Kavi Salam from Poetry Paradigm and Voice of
the Republic in India in 2019; the Word Masala Foundation Award for Excellence in Poetry in
2017, Special Felicitation as a Poet on International Women’s Day by Public Relations Society of
India, March 2017, Rabindra Bharati Society Honour, 2014, Women Empowered: Arts and
Culture Award in 2010 and the AIO Prize for Literary Services in Scotland in 2009.

Her other grants and funding awards include the Indian Council for Cultural Relations,
International Senior Research Fellow ( 2016-17), UK-India Educational Research Initiatives
(UKIERI) grant, funded jointly by the British Council and the University Grants Commission
(UGC), India (2015-2017), Royal Literary Fund Fellow (2018-2020, 2012-2015), Carnegie
Research Grant (2008), Edinburgh Napier University Research Grant (2008), British Council
Consultancy (2008-2009), Scottish Arts Council Publication Grant (2008), Scottish Arts Council
Writer’s Grant with Edinburgh Puppet Lab (2003-4), EMMA Best Book Award, Runner up for
Rainbow World (2003-4), Moray Foundation Grant, University of Edinburgh (2001 and 2000),
Scottish Arts Council Literature Grant, for anthology (2000), British Academy Research Grant
(1999-2000), University Grants Commission of India Teacher Fellowship, , Sept 1984-Feb 1988.

Dr. Bashabi has been an Adjudicator for several national and international creative writing
competitions. Recently, she has been a Judge for the Non-Fiction Book Prize and the Scottish
National Book of the Year Award for Saltire Society, Scotland (2022) and the Kavya Prize,
sponsored by Glasgow University (2022).

Dr. Bashabi is Honorary Vice President of the Association of Scottish Literature s (ASL), an
executive committee member of Scottish PEN, and Writers at Risk and Writers for Peace
Committees (Scotland), a Trustee of the Patrick Geddes Trust, the Kolkata Scottish Heritage Trust
and the Edinburgh South Asian Association and Patron of the Federation of Writers (Scotland).
She is the founder and Honorary President of the Advisory Board of the Intercultural Poetry and
Performance Library (IPPL) in Kolkata; she is on the Advisory Board of the V&A Museum in

Dundee and the Indian Association of Scottish Studies. Currently she lives in Edinburgh.

Martin Kampchen



Martin Kédémpchen, a Ph.D. in German Literature from Vienna and Comparative Religions from
Visva-Bharati, is an author, biographer, researcher and translator of Tagore. Very few Germans
know the situation in present-day India as well as Dr. Martin Kdmpchen, whose personal life and
professional work are shared between Germany and India. He has lived in India for over 40 years,

has been an inhabitant of Santiniketan since 1980 and works as author, translator and journalist.

Martin Kdmpchen has translated the works of the poet Rabindranath Tagore and the Hindu saint
Ramakrishna from Bengali into German. He publishes anthologies, writes essayistic books and
short stories. For the supplement of the well-known German Frankfurter Allgemeine newspaper
he regularly writes reports about India. The cultural interchange between India and Germany,
especially in the field of literature and religion, is a matter of personal concern. Martin Kdmpchen
travels extensively around India, returns to Europe several times a year and holds lectures and
readings in Germany and India. Also of great personal interest to him is the development of the
neglected inhabitants of rural Indian villages. He has been striving for alternative development aid
in the two indigenous villages Ghosaldanga and Bishnubati for over twenty years.

Martin K&mpchen has described the observations and experiences which resulted from his work
with these indigenous people in the tribal villages in several books, for example in his latest work
"Leben ohne Armut" (Living without Poverty). He is a founding member, since 2009 an honorary
member and from the word go one of the most active members of our association. Not only has he
succeeded in initiating alternative development aid for the villages, he has also managed to

organize a solid financial foundation for this work.

Prof. Kunal Basu



Professor Kunal Basu is an eminent author who has published seven novels — The Opium Clerk,
The Miniaturist, Racists, The Yellow Emperor’s Cure, Kalkatta, The Endgame and Sarojini’s
Mother— and a collection of stories The Japanese Wife, the lead story of which has been made into
an award winning film. His work has been widely translated and nominated for awards. He has
also written four novels in Bengali, which are due for publication in English. He has authored a
photo essay — “Intimacies” — and written extensively on the indigenous arts. Professor Basu has
presented his literary work in more than 30 international literary festivals, conducted writing
workshops and held prestigious fellowships in the USA and in Australia. The Shakespeare Society
has published a volume of essays on his historical novels, Romancing the Strange: The Fiction of

Kunal Basu. He has acted on stage and screen, and directed documentary films.

Professor Kunal Basu lives in Oxford, UK, where he is a fellow of Green Templeton College and
was until recently a tenured professor at the Said Business School, University of Oxford. A PhD
from the University of Florida, he has published extensively on Marketing topics as well as on
Corporate Social Responsibility. His research has appeared in leading academic journals and he
has won the Sheth Award for the best article from the Academy of Marketing Science. He was
elected the international visiting scholar at the Coca Cola Centre for Marketing Studies and was
awarded the Royal Bank of Canada Teaching Innovation Award. The People’s University of China
(Beijing) has conferred upon him an honorary visiting professorship. Professor Basu consults

frequently with major corporations and government departments.



Professor Kunal Basu is a distinguished Professor of Humanities at Centre for Learning Futures

of Ahmedabad University and affiliated to School of Arts and Sciences

Prof. Kalyan Ray

Kalyan Ray’s family was uprooted from the Ganges Delta (now Bangladesh) through a
combination of natural disasters, political upheaval, and poverty. He grew up in Calcutta, was
educated in India and the US, and now lives in both countries. He is the author of the novel
Eastwords (published in India) and several books of translations of contemporary Indian poetry
into English, including City of Memories which has a preface by Allen Ginsberg. Ray has taught
in Greece, Ecuador, Jamaica and the Philippines where he was a Visiting Professor of Comparative
Theology. He has long been associated with Indian social-service organizations, and collaborated

with Mother Teresa doing the translations and voice-over for the first documentary on her work.

Prof. Chinmoy Guha




Chinmoy Guha is Professor of English and former Head, Department of English, University of
Calcutta. He has also served as the Vice-Chancellor of Rabindra Bharati University, Kolkata, and

the Director of Publications, Embassy of France in India, New Delhi.

A leading essayist in Bengali and a distinguished translator of French literature, he has been the
editor of the book reviews of the Bengali literary magazines Desh and Boier Desh. He has
published nearly 20 books, including Where the Dreams Cross: T. S. Eliot and French Poetry, The
Tower and the Sea: Romain Rolland-Kalidas Nag Correspondence 19221938, a new biography
of Victor Hugo, and has translated La Rochefoucauld’s Maxims, Flaubert’s The Dictionary of
Received ldeas, Romain Rolland’s Danton, and André Gide’s Strait is the Gate (Sahitya
Akademi). His latest books are two new collections of essays in Bengali Chilekothhar Unmadini
and Garho Shankher Khonje, a book of interviews with Mrinal Sen, Gayatri Chakravarty Spivak,
Tapan Raychaudhuri, Badal Sircar, Buddhadev Dasgupta and others, The Tower and the Sea:
Romain Rolland-Kalidas Nag Correspondence 1922-1938 (2010), a monograph on Romain
Rolland jointly written with a Swiss scholar and two new anthologies of 20th century French

Poetry.

Apart from the Knighthood of Academic Palms from France, he has won the Lila Roy award for
Translation of the West Bengal Government (2008), the Henri Louis Derozeo bicentenary award
(2010) and the Swatantra Samman (2012).

Prof. Pinaki Roy

Prof. Pinaki Roy is a distinguished academician and professor of English at Raiganj University. A
scholar of multidisciplinary expertise, he holds Master of Arts degrees in both English and History.

Prof. Roy completed his Ph.D. in English from the University of North Bengal and is currently



pursuing a D.Litt. degree, underscoring his commitment to advanced scholarship. With a prolific
career in research and publication, Prof. Roy has authored over 60 journal articles, contributed
more than 40 book chapters, and presented six conference papers. He has also edited five books
and is the sole author of three significant works, further solidifying his reputation as an authority
in his field. Beyond his academic engagements, he serves as the Chairman of the Academic
Committee of The Vidyasagar Academy, contributing to the broader educational landscape. Prof.
Roy's scholarly contributions and dedication to academia make him an inspiring figure in the

domains of English and interdisciplinary studies.

Prof. Ranjan Ghosh

Dr. Ranjan Ghosh, who teaches in the Department of English, University of North Bengal, is
known for his work on the inbetweenness of disciplines for many years now, bringing his “trans”
theory (which he calls “trans(in)fusion approach”) to bear on his wide-ranging scholarly work that
spans across the fields of comparative literature, comparative philosophy, the philosophy of
education, environmental humanities, critical and cultural theory, and intellectual history. An
Alexander von Humboldt International Fellow, Ghosh has been recently elected as a member
(Class 1) in the European Academy of Sciences and Arts and has delivered the prestigious mini-
seminar series in the Critical Theory Institute, University of California, Irvine. He has published
over a hundred research papers in leading journals like Diacritics, Critical Inquiry (in the

moment), SubStance, Oxford Literary Review, History and Theory, Clio, University of Toronto



Quarterly, Modern Language Notes (MLN), Comparative Education Review, College Literature,
and others. Among his last seventeen books include the widely discussed Thinking Literature
across Continents (Duke University Press, 2016, with J Hillis Miller), The Duology in
Transcultural Poetics (NY: Routledge, 2017) & Trans(in)fusion: Reflections for Critical Thinking
(NY: Routledge, 2020), Philosophy and Poetry: Continental Perspectives ed. (Columbia
University Press, 2019), Plastic Tagore (Oxford University Press, 2024), and the trilogy that he is
completing to establish the discipline of Plastic Humanities: The Plastic Turn (Cornell University
Press, 2022), which changes the way we connect the sciences with the humanities, Plastic Figures

(Cornell University Press, 2025, forthcoming) and Plastic Humanities (forthcoming).

Prof. Manabi Majumdar

Dr. Manabi Majumdar is a Professor in Political Science at Centre for Studies in Social Sciences,
Calcutta, India. Her research and teaching reflect her commitment to blending traditional and
contemporary academic frameworks, contributing significantly to the fields of literature, gender
studies, and environmental discourse. She is credited for publishing a number of research papers

in reputed journals.

Prof. Nibedita Mukherjee



Dr. Nibedita Mukherjee is a Professor in the Department of English at Sidho-Kanho-Birsha
University. Her academic journey has been shaped by a strong focus on feminist studies,
Shakespearean drama, South Asian literature, and ecofeminism, with particular attention to
Indigenous folk literature. She earned her PhD with a dissertation on The Dark Forces in

Shakespeare’s Plays, under the guidance of Prof. Anima Biswas at the University of Burdwan.

Dr. Mukherjee has contributed to various research projects, including an ICSSR-funded study on
the conservation of environmental ethnospace through folklore, as well as a UGC MRP focused
on Caliban myths in Aboriginal fiction. She is also collaborating with the Teaching Learning
Centre at 1IT Kharagpur on an innovative project exploring graphic-novel-based pedagogy for
teaching grammar in schools. Dr. Mukherjee has been recognized for her academic excellence,
notably through her participation in the SUSI Fellowship on Contemporary American Literature
at Seattle University, supported by the U.S. Department of State. She also has a number of
publications in reputed journals to her credit.

Prof. Joyjit Ghosh




Joyjit Ghosh is a Professor of English at Vidyasagar University. He is an avid translator, with his
translated works featured in publications such as Indian Literature (Sahitya Akademi), Sahitya
(Web Journal of CLAI), and Muse India, among other renowned journals. His book, Imaging D.
H. Lawrence: His Mind and Art in Letters (2012), has received critical acclaim on a global scale.
Dr. Ghosh's research interests encompass various areas, including Indian Writing in English,

Translation Studies, Diaspora Studies, Ecocriticism, and Bengali Dalit Literature.

Conference Committee:

The committee was formed three months prior to this conference. The committee members
included Prof. Deb Narayan Bandyopadhyay, Chief Executive Director (Academics), Swami
Vivekananda University, as the Mentor and Dr. Rituparna Chakraborty, Head, Department of
English, as the Convener. Other members involved:

e Dr. Tirna Sadhu (Asst. Prof. Department of English, SVU)

e Dr. Santanu Siuli (Asst. Prof. Department of English, SVU)

e Dr. Subham Bhattacharjee (Asst. Prof. Department of English, SVU)

e Mr. Agnideepto Datta (Asst. Prof. Department of English, SVU)

e Ms. Shreyoshi Dhar (Asst. Prof. Department of English, SVU)

e Mr. Debarshi Arathdar (Asst. Prof. Department of English, SVU)

e Mr. Soumyarup Bhattacharjee (Asst. Prof. Department of English, SVU)

e Ms. Natasha Verma Chatterjee (Asst. Prof. Department of English, SVU)

e Mr. Anirban Banerjee (Asst. Prof. Department of English, SVU)

Seminar Report on the Nation, Internation and Transnation: Culture, Society and Politics in

Tagore and his Contemporaries

The one-day International Conference Nation, Internation and Transnation: Culture, Society and
Politics in Tagore and his Contemporaries was organised by the Department of English at Swami
Vivekananda University with the aim of exploring and celebrating Tagore’s profound
contributions to literature, art, philosophy, and social thought. By bringing together scholars,
artists, and thinkers from diverse backgrounds, the conference sought to foster interdisciplinary
dialogue and deeper understanding of Tagore’s enduring legacy. It examined the relevance of his

ideas on identity, nationalism, humanism, and global interconnectedness in the contemporary



world. Through the keynote addresses, plenary sessions, and technical paper presentations, the
department aspired to inspire new scholarly interpretations, creative collaborations, and the

continued appreciation of Tagore's universal message of unity and cultural harmony.

Inaugural Session and Keynote Highlights

Fig. 1: The dignitaries inaugurating the event

The event was inaugurated by the Chief Executive Director (Academics) Prof. Deb Narayan

Bandyopadhyay, the esteemed guests and the Head of the Department.

Prof. Subrata Kumar Dey addressed the audience, highlighting the commitment of a university
situated in Bengal to preserve, promote, and expand the legacy of Tagore’s multifaceted
contributions. Subsequently, Prof. Pinakpani Nath, Mr. Subhasish Mazumder, and Mr. Tanmoy
Mazumder underscored the significance of the conference in fostering cross-cultural

understanding, intellectual exchange, and artistic innovation of Tagore.

Fig. 2: Prof. Deb Narayan giving the opening remarks

The opening remarks of the International conference given by Prof. Deb Narayan Bandyopadhyay,
Former Vice-Chancellor of Bankura University and Chief Executive Director (Academics),



Swami Vivekananda University, has set the tone for the event. He has specially stressed on the
contribution of the visionary poet of Bengal Rabindranath Tagore to the realms of poetry, music,
education, and social work. Prof. Bandyopadhyay had explained how his canonical works have
transcended national borders, thereby drawing admiration for their universal themes of humanism,
spirituality, and cultural dialogues. He mentioned the importance of continuing this legacy by
creating a hub for academic and artistic exploration that would reflect Tagore’s values of creativity,
inclusivity, and intellectual curiosity. Following this advice, the Department of English, Swami
Vivekananda University, has successfully established Centre for Tagore Studies within a few
months where eminent speakers from different fields have addressed more than hundred students

who got admitted for a certificate course on Tagore Studies.

Fig. 3: The Head of the Department introducing the theme of the conference

Dr. Rituparna Chakraborty, Head, Department of English, provided a thoughtful introduction to
the conference, emphasizing its main motive to celebrate and deepen our understanding of the life
and works of Rabindranath Tagore. The inaugural session was concluded with a vote of thanks by
Dr. Shubham Bhattacharjee.




Fig. 4: Prof. Kalyan Ray delivering the first Keynote address

The first Keynote address of the conference was delivered by Prof. Kalyan Ray on “The Body
Politic and its Maladies: Tagore and his contemporaries”, explaining how Tagore was deeply
concerned with the political, social, and cultural issues of British colonialism. In his essays, poems,
short stories and plays, Tagore explored themes such as nationalism, the role of the individual
within society, the impact of colonial rule, and the broader state of Indian society during the late
19th and early 20th centuries. His reflections also often intertwined with the views of other
prominent figures of the time, such as Mahatma Gandhi, Subhas Chandra Bose, and others in the

Indian independence movement, each offering different perspectives on the nation’s direction.

Fig. 5: Prof. Chinmoy Guha delivering the second Keynote address

The second Keynote address of the conference was delivered by Prof. Chinmoy Guha on “Tagore
at Home in the World”. He referred to Rabindranath Tagore’s unique and deeply introspective
approach to the ideas of nation, identity, and belonging. It can be seen in his works and philosophy,
where he balances the local with the universal. As a Bengali poet, philosopher, and educator,
Tagore’s works explore the tension between the intimate, personal connection to home and the

expansive, often turbulent nature of the world beyond.



Fig. 6: Prof. Joyjit Ghosh delivering the first plenary talk

The first plenary talk was delivered by Prof. Joyjit Ghosh which was titled “The War of ‘Asia for
Asia’: Rabindranath Tagore's debate with Yone Noguchi”. The debate between Rabindranath
Tagore and Yone Noguchi, a Japanese writer and poet, is a fascinating moment in early 20th-
century intellectual history, particularly concerning the question of Asia's identity and its
relationship to the West. The phrase "The War of 'Asia for Asia™ as stated by Prof. Ghosh refers
to the political and cultural arguments made during this time about the role of Asia in the modern

world, especially in the context of colonialism, nationalism, and Pan-Asian ideals.

Fig. 7: Prof. Nibedita Mukherjee delivering the second plenary talk



The second plenary talk was delivered by Prof. Nibedita Mukherjee under the title “Claiming back
the Eco-Culture: Rabindranath Tagore and the Building of Uttarayan”. She drew the attention of
the audience to Tagore’s personal and philosophical connection to nature, which is reflected in the
design and significance of his home, Uttarayan, in Santiniketan (now in West Bengal, India).
Uttarayan, often described as an architectural and cultural masterpiece, embodies Tagore's ideals
about the relationship between humans and the natural world, blending the organic with the

constructed in a way that reflects his broader vision for society, education, and spirituality.
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Fig. 8: Prof. Martin Kdémpchen giving a special address

After this session the house broke for lunch and post-lunch there was a special address given by
Prof. Martin Kdmpchen in online mode. He shared his experience with his working on Tagore

along with his stay at Visva-Bharati.

Fig. 9: Prof. Manabi Majumdar delivering the third plenary talk



The third plenary lecture was delivered by Prof. Manabi Majumdar on “Nationalism through the
lens of freedom: Re-reading Rabindranath”. Rabindranath Tagore's perspective, especially
focusing on the concept of freedom has been illustrated in the session. Tagore viewed nationalism
not just as loyalty to one’s nation, but as something that could, in its extreme form, restrict the
freedom of the individual and even lead to violence. His notion of freedom as mentioned by
Majumdar was more about the liberation of the human spirit and the unity of mankind,

transcending the boundaries set by nation-states.
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Fig. 10: Prof. Pinaki Roy delivering the fourth plenary talk

In the fourth plenary session, Prof. Pinaki Roy delivered a talk on “Ishwarchandra Vidyasagar and
Rabindranath Tagore: A Comparative Assessment, with special reference to their thoughts on
Education”. Ishwarchandra Vidyasagar and Rabindranath Tagore were two towering figures in the
intellectual and cultural history of India, and both made significant contributions to the realm of
education, though their approaches were quite different in some respects. Prof. Roy elucidated
explicitly how these two eminent educators through their visions fostered a harmonious and

imaginative way of life, aiming at the all-around development of individuals.



Fig. 10: Prof. Ranjan Ghosh delivering the third Keynote address

Prof. Ranjan Ghosh delivered the third Keynote address on “Plastic Kavi”. This lecture reinvests
the arguments in our understanding of plastic Tagore on different lines to make a resounding case
for what we now accept as ‘the’ plastic kavi. In trying to do that, it commits to figure a few plastic
moments in Tagore’s negotiations with nature. Plastic Tagore betrays an anxiety of a changing
nature, a negative surplus that made him commit to a biocentric pedagogy or rural reconstruction
within a nature—culture sambandha or a life amidst the nourishing and recuperative shelter of
forests, trees, and plants—an inclusive and intensive green consciousness. He builds plastic lines
that formulate new ideas of nature within the background of an anthropocenic unconscious and
climaticenic becoming. The talk in the end establishes the problematic idea of the plastic kavi and

concludes that Tagore has never been outside the profound impacts of plasticity.
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Fig. 11: Online conversation with Prof. Kunal Bau

Next, there was an online conversation with Prof. Kunal Bau where he shared his understanding
of the world poet. Basu recognized Tagore as a visionary who transcended national boundaries.
He according to the professor was not just a poet and philosopher, but also an advocate of
humanism and internationalism. Tagore’s philosophy emphasized the unity of all people,
irrespective of their race, religion, or nationality. Basu has frequently reiterated that Tagore’s deep
belief in the interconnectedness of humanity, his critique of nationalism, and his vision for global

unity remain highly relevant today.

Valedictory Session and Closing
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Fig. 12: Prof. Bashabi Fraser delivering the valedictory address

The conference concluded with an online valedictory session led by Prof. Bashabi Fraser, who
eloguently summarized the discussions and highlighted the conference's success in fostering arich

exchange of ideas.

Dr. Rituparna Chakraborty delivered a heartfelt vote of thanks, expressing gratitude to all speakers,

participants, and organizers for their contributions.

The closing remarks were delivered by Hon’ble Chief Operating Officer Mr. Saurabh Adhikari.
His speech on the vision of Tagore as a philosopher, an educator and an artist was a fitting

conclusion to the event, leaving participants with much to contemplate.

Paper Submission and Publication

Total number of paper submitted for publication: 55 (from students, research scholars and faculty

members)
Total number of paper published: 55
Publishing houses cooperating in this process:

e Ababil Books, India

e Avantgarde Press, India

Feedback

@ Excellent
@ Could be better
Not satisfactory

@ Good

Programme Outcome




The one-day International Conference “Nation, Internation and Transnation: Culture, Society and
Politics in Tagore and his Contemporaries” yielded several impactful outcomes, highlighting its

success as a global intellectual platform:

1. Enhanced Understanding of Tagore’s Legacy: The conference would deepen participants'
understanding of Tagore's contributions to literature, music, art, and social reform. Attendees
would gain new insights into his multifaceted personality as a poet, philosopher, educator, and
social activist, understanding how his work continues to shape global intellectual and cultural

landscapes.

2. Interdisciplinary Dialogue: The event would foster meaningful interdisciplinary discussions
that bridge literature, history, politics, philosophy, and cultural studies, emphasizing the relevance
of Tagore’s ideas in contemporary times. This would encourage scholars from various fields to

explore the ways in which Tagore’s work intersects with and influences other disciplines.

3. Critical Reflections on Nationalism and ldentity: One of the core outcomes would be a
renewed reflection on Tagore’s critique of nationalism, colonialism, and his thoughts on identity,
as well as their relevance in today’s globalized world. His advocacy for humanism and

internationalism would be examined in light of current political and social challenges.

4. Promoting Tagore’s Educational Philosophy: Tagore's unique approach to education,
especially his ideas on experiential learning and a holistic, natural approach to intellectual growth,
would be explored. This would encourage educators and policymakers to consider the implications

of his educational philosophy for modern schooling systems.

5. Global Relevance of Tagore’s Works: The conference would likely underscore how Tagore’s
work, originally in Bengali, has universal appeal. Discussions would address his global influence,
especially through his interactions with intellectuals from around the world, and how his ideas can

inspire current global movements for peace, equality, and creativity.

6. Inspiration for Creative Expression: Tagore was a pioneer in blending different art forms,
and the conference might inspire participants, especially artists, musicians, and writers, to draw
inspiration from his innovative fusion of art, literature, and music. It would encourage creative

expressions that are both rooted in tradition and open to new forms.



7. Revitalization of Tagore’s Works in Contemporary Context: The conference would also
lead to a revitalization of Tagore’s writings, encouraging new interpretations of his works through
modern lenses. Discussions on his poems, plays, short stories, and essays would prompt a new

generation of readers and scholars to engage with his timeless themes.

8. Publication Opportunities: Papers and discussions from the conference provided a robust
foundation for future academic publications, ensuring the continuation of the dialogues initiated

during the event.

Budget Report for the International Conference on Nation, Internation and Transnation:

Culture, Society and Politics in Tagore and his Contemporaries

Outflow of Money

1. Travel Allowance

o Car Rent: 284,000
Total Travel Allowance: I84,000
2. Conference Fooding

o Day 1: 31000 per plate x 28 guests = 328000

Total Fooding Cost: 328,000

3. Conference Kit

o Cost: 218,500
4. Felicitation Kit

o Cost: %3,900
Total Outflow

e Travel Allowance: 384,000
e Conference Fooding: 328,000



o Conference Kit: ¥18,500
e Felicitation Kit: 33,900
Grand Total: ¥1,34,400

Certificate for the Participants

INTERNATIONAL CONFERENCE ON NATION,

<1 INTERNATION AND TRANSNATION:
- CULTURE, SOCIETY AND POLITICS IN TAGORE AND HIS
- CONTEMPORARIES. & %
b o, &
<L ™ Engiih § the Contre for Tagere Studies

« for Tagere Studies (SoeTs), Edinburgh CERTIFICATE

OF PARTICIPATION

This is to certify that

of

has delivered a Keynote / Plenary Address titled

in the International Conference on Nation, Internation and
Transnation: Culture, Society and Politics in Tagore and his
Contemporaries held at Swami Vivekananda University,
Barrackpore campus on 16th June, 2024.

Prot. Subrata Kumar Dey. wrot

Conclusion

Fig. 13: The revered dignitaries with the Chief Executive Director (Academics) and the Head of

the Department at the end of the session



The international conference aspired to foster interdisciplinary dialogue, encouraging participants
from diverse fields—including literature, philosophy, music, and cultural studies—to share
insights into Tagore’s multifaceted legacy. By highlighting his global vision and the relevance of
his work today, the conference envisioned to inspire new interpretations and academic inquiry.
Ultimately, this event sought to serve and honour Tagore’s intellectual and artistic achievements
while contributing to the continued appreciation of his influence in contemporary cultural and

intellectual spheres.

The vision extends beyond academic exploration; it was about reigniting interest in Tagore’s
progressive ideals of humanism, equality, and the celebration of cultural diversity. By examining
his work through contemporary lenses, the conference aspired to draw connections between
Tagore's legacy and the pressing issues of the modern world, such as identity, nationalism, and
global interconnectedness. In doing so, the conference envisioned Tagore’s philosophy and art
becoming a bridge for dialogue across cultures and disciplines. The ultimate aim was to inspire a
new generation of thinkers and creators to draw from Tagore’s wisdom, enriching both academic
research and cultural exchange.

The primary aim of the conference was to foster interdisciplinary dialogue, offering fresh insights
into Tagore's influence on contemporary issues such as identity, nationalism, humanism,
spirituality, and global interconnectedness. By engaging with his creative and intellectual legacy,
participants have explored the continuing relevance of his ideas in the modern world. Sessions
have covered a wide range of topics, including Tagore's exploration of cultural hybridity, his
impact on literature, his contributions to education through the founding of Visva-Bharati
University, and his vision of a humanistic global community. The conference has finally
encouraged cross-cultural exchanges and inspired future generations to draw from Tagore’s work

as a source of artistic and intellectual innovation.

This event thus has successfully celebrated Tagore’s universal message of unity, peace, and

creative expression, while cultivating deeper global connections through his profound legacy.
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