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Introduction: 
World Optometry Day 2023 was celebrated with great enthusiasm on the 23rd of March 2023, focusing on 
the advancement and importance of the optometry profession. This year, the event was graced by the pres-
ence of the esteemed Dr. Ranadeb Banerjee, a renowned optometrist with years of experience in the field. 
The workshop aimed to bring together optometrists, students, and healthcare professionals to discuss the 
evolving landscape of optometry and its integral role in healthcare. 
 
Inaugural Session: 
The event began with an introduction to World Optometry Day and its significance in highlighting the cru-
cial role that optometrists play in maintaining and improving eye health. The opening speech emphasized 
the importance of raising awareness about eye care and the role of optometrists in preventing and manag-
ing various visual impairments. 
 
Dr. Ranadeb Banerjee’s Lecture: 
Dr. Ranadeb Banerjee, a highly regarded figure in the field of optometry, delivered a thought-provoking 
lecture titled “A Quest to Know Our Own Identity - Optometry.” His lecture was both inspiring and enlight-
ening, as it delved deep into the core of the optometry profession. 
 
Key Highlights of the Lecture: 
Understanding Optometry’s Identity: Dr. Banerjee began by emphasizing the importance of understanding 
optometry’s unique position in the healthcare ecosystem. He highlighted how optometry is not just about 
vision correction but also about the overall health of the eyes and their connection to systemic health. His 
presentation focused on the broad scope of optometry, which includes detecting underlying medical condi-
tions such as diabetes, hypertension, and neurological issues. 
 
The Evolution of Optometry: Dr. Banerjee traced the history and development of optometry, shedding light 
on how the profession has evolved over the years. From simple vision correction to the incorporation of 
advanced technologies and diagnostics, the field has made significant strides in providing comprehensive 
eye care. 
 
Optometrists as Primary Healthcare Providers: One of the most significant points discussed was the role of 
optometrists as primary healthcare providers. Dr. Banerjee spoke about the growing demand for eye care 
services and how optometrists are now seen as vital healthcare professionals who help in the early detec-
tion of visual impairments and systemic diseases. 
 
Challenges and Opportunities in Optometry: Dr. Banerjee addressed the current challenges faced by the 
profession, such as the need for continuous education, integration of new technologies, and the impor-
tance of creating awareness about the diverse roles optometrists play. He also highlighted emerging oppor-
tunities, especially in underserved areas where eye care professionals are in high demand. 
 
Future of Optometry: Looking ahead, Dr. Banerjee discussed the future trajectory of optometry, particularly 
with regard to technological advancements, the integration of Artificial Intelligence (AI) in diagnostics, and 
the global need for optometry professionals to be at the forefront of eye health. 
 



Interactive Q&A Session: 
Following the lecture, Dr. Banerjee engaged with the audience in an interactive Q&A session. Participants 
raised questions about the future of optometry, the integration of technology, and the challenges they 
face in clinical practice. Dr. Banerjee offered insightful responses, providing practical advice on how young 
optometrists can navigate these challenges and seize opportunities for growth in their careers. 
 
Conclusion: 
World Optometry Day 2023, with Dr. Ranadeb Banerjee as the speaker, was a huge success. His lecture 
provided deep insights into the identity of optometry as a profession, its evolution, current challenges, and 
the future ahead. The event concluded with a note of appreciation for the attendees, as well as a call to 
action to continue raising awareness about the importance of eye care and to inspire the next generation of 
optometrists. 
 
The workshop was an enriching experience for all participants, leaving them with a renewed sense of pur-
pose and commitment to advancing the field of optometry. 
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