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Report on "Angel Investment/Venture Capital Funding Opportanities”
Title of the Session: " Angel Investment/Venture Capital Funding Opportunities

Organired By: Institution's Innovation Council (IIC), Swami Vivekananda University, Kolkata

Resource Person: Aditya Samdershi, Development Economist, M&E Specialist & EdTech
Founder-Builder, Ex.Sr. Consultant, KPMG

Mode of Delivery: Off-line

No. of Participants: 52

Duration: 4 Hours

Date: 20® July, 2026
Venue/Location: MSB (Block 6), Room 306, Swami Vivekananda University, Kolkata

The primary objective of the session was to familiarize students, innovators, and aspiring
entrepreneurs with the startup investment ecosystem and various funding opportunities available
through angel investors and venture capital firms. The program focused on helping participants
understand how investors evaluate startups, what makes a business investment-worthy, and how
founders can strategically prepare themselves for fundraising. It also aimed to encourage
entrepreneurial thinking, strengthen startup readiness, and inspire participants to transform
mnovative ideas into scalable and sustainable ventures capable of attracting institutional

mvestments.

The theme of the session was "Empowering Innovation through Angel Investment and
Venture Capital: Building Investor-Ready Startups for Sustainable Growth."

The program focused on creating awareness about the startup funding ecosystem by educating
participants on angel investment, venture capital financing, investor expectations, startup
valuation, funding stages, and the importance of building scalable, investment-ready business
ventures. The session emphasized transforming innovative ideas into sustainable enterprises
through strategic planning, strong founding teams, market validation, effective incubation, and

access to funding opportunities.

e Participants gained comprehensive knowledge of angel investment and venture capital
funding opportunities.

e Funding pathways, investor expectations, and startup investment readiness were explored
in detail.

e 2 potential investor introductions/industry networking opportunities were identified
through discussions and guidance from the resource person.
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Participants leamed the funding staircase, investor evaluation criteria (Team, TAM, Moat,
Traction), and strategies for building investor-ready startups and university incubators.

(Ministry of HRD Initiative)
2 investor introductions/networking opportunities facilitated (Target: >2 introductions
made).

52 participants trained on startup funding and venture capital ecosystem.
100% of participants received exposure to angel investment, venture capital funding
stages, and investor pitching concepts.

Active Q&A session conducted with participant engagement on startup fundraising and
incubation strategies.

Mr. Aditya Samdershi delivered an engaging and highly interactive session focusing on the
practical realities of startup funding and venture capital investment. He explained that successful
fundraising depends not only on innovative ideas but also on the strength of the founding team,
market opportunity, competitive advantage, and execution capability.

The session introduced participants to the key investment evaluation parameters commonly used
by angel investors and venture capitalists, including Team, Total Addressable Market (TAM),
Moat, and Traction. Through real-life examples, Mr. Samdershi explained how investors assess
the capability of founders, the size of the target market, the uniqueness of the business model, and
evidence of customer validation before making investment decisions.

A major focus of the session was understanding how startups can raise funds effectively.
Participants learned about different stages of startup financing, beginning from bootstrapping and
pre-seed funding to angel investment, seed funding, venture capital, growth funding, and later-
stage investments. The concept of the Funding Staircase was discussed in detail, enabling

participants to understand how startups gradually progress through successive rounds of
mvestment as they grow.

The resource person emphasized the importance of having a strong co-founder, explaining that
investors often invest in teams rather than individuals. He highlighted the complementary skills,
shared vision, resilience, and leadership qualities that make founding teams attractive to investors.

Mr. Samdershi presented several case studies of successful as well as failed startups,
demonstrating why certain ventures attract investments while others struggle despite having
innovative ideas. These discussions enabled participants to understand common entrepreneurial
mistakes, strategic decision-making, market validation, scalability, and financial discipline.

An insightful discussion was held on Phase-II Seed Funds and the concept of CSR Arbitrage,
illustrating how startups and university incubators can leverage corporate social responsibility
initiatives and government-backed funding opportunities to accelerate innovation.

The session also explored India's rapidly growing deep-tech startup ecosystem by discussing
inspiring examples such as IdeaForge and Agnikul Cosmes. These success stories demonstrated
how technology-driven startups can achieve significant growth through innovation, strategic
execution, and investor confidence.
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One of the most valuable segments of the program focused on building an investor-ready
university incubator. Mr. Samdershi explained the critical components required to establish a
strong startup support ccosystem within higher educational institutions, including mentorship,

mcubation support, industry collaboration, market validation, investor networking, and
commercialization strategies.

An interesting comparison was drawn between angel investors and venture capitalists, where
the speaker explained that while one investor ofien writes a cheque from personal wealth, another
manages investments on behalf of institutional funds worth crores of rupees. This comparison
helped participants understand the differing investment approaches, expectations, risk appetite,
and decision-making processes of various investor categories.

The session concluded with a highly interactive Question and Answer session, during which
students sought guidance on startup validation, funding eligibility, incubation support, investor
pitching, and entrepreneurship as a career. Mr. Samdershi addressed each query with practical
examples and actionable advice. The program concluded with a group phoetograph involving the
resource person, faculty members, organizers, and participants.
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The participants appreciated the highly practical and industry-oriented nature of the session. They
found the discussions on investor expectations, startup evaluation frameworks, funding stages,
successful startup journeys, and common entrepreneurial failures particularly insightful. The real-
life case studies, interactive discussions, and question-answer session received excellent feedback,
with participants expressing greater confidence in preparing future startup ventures and investor

pitches.

The Institution's Innovation Council should organize more advanced workshops focusing on
investor pitching, startup valuation, financial modeling, business plan development, venture
capital negotiations, and incubation readiness. Future programs may also include live pitch
sessions, startup mentoring clinics, investor interactions, and networking opportunities with angel
investors, incubators, and venture capital firms to provide hands-on entrepreneurial exposure for

aspiring founders.

Signature of the Convenor with University Seal

W AR
Institution's Innovation Council
Convener: Swami Vivekananda University
Dr. Ranjan Kumar,
Convener, IIC Cell
Associate Professor & Head, Dept. of Mechanical Engineering,
Swami Vivekananda University, Kolkata-700121.

Institution’s Innovation Council ([IC),
Swami Vivelananda University, Kolkata

INSTITUTION'S

[Mrintry of HEIT) irumiathen)



o o

. MoE's
vm"““c INSTITUTION
(Go mlo!:::ll., m‘ms
Session on Alﬂl
Investment/Venture Capit
al Funding ( 5
= 20 July, 2026 ® Opportumities
Na
No me Department Reg. No/ Signatu
1 Piad Faculty ID R
2 SOWLYLJM B.Tech in ME 002-401-2092A-377 Ru Y,
i Ky {~+ i B-Teclu‘n M |oD2-10)- 202L- 598 %’T

Skl £ Q. Tech inME |op1L~101-2024-266 | S - T —
5 JD‘C\ {3” 2] & B.Teeh amm ME @L-—(N-Latﬁgig u:‘@t} Jana- . ol
6 ueé R Techin ME [002- (01~ 2024 - ~ 7%
7 %d“‘!‘—m"‘&’\'“ B Tee hinME oaz-n;J»z:’a ?6' D, udhadey Kpedty

Mt A Very 49-3¢9. Rud
T v R L
9 = AR B Feekh iw_M.E[0d2- W) - ry Y = .

Pdals 2024~ 370 Gaeek
g R Mord ol B Teal. o v | 009101 202-319 | [

PR T R T | T 1o 12| Coodofe Mo |
11| Nilkh L B¢ L:f -E',w 2 -lol- 2024-331 """“““’L"""‘"‘WM@_@
12 [[Aounh's  Sombhe B Teck. it L1002 - Lo |- J025-8h NH 5 LSE L —
13 | Roueank ¢ el M LB 002~ ol " 3v2 4= 594 R
15 (Rohindoonslh Tpe T L e 9

e o [ eab M Joop= o207 v -
17 j&ﬁ‘;‘g)m”ran REHVNIA %’:—rr ?mMé%jﬁ %{‘}& @%W’::j

MO. sRrIHAD ANIART 9. PN ME = t : a
- m%gwb”,‘d 0 e I ooa- 0T 202G 0 00y gl nemn

Tabols D€ Teehi 50— 101-2025-007
21 M,— GTELRIMAE 1002 7 2035-007| Tokek pef |
22 |SvePlodl GhBh o TEERINAE [0vd-01-25—pot| Selbolt BotM
T - R TCCRRME |02 J@570 1 Svio Podif Gihedh
Eran , ATCLME | 00 J—tol-2adh ~013 uSorky fo/

24 [1deS S | TechiM E | 00901 -22025~0oH| md. Sohid_ Sohpd 1
£ 0 TOERMME | 902! Sotld_Sohd
pin™ME ooo-loi-ﬂms—oog N g

000 - [6] ~20% -0

koot e\

M&Lm/
Avmich Gup ke

1 st e a5
DiIZ 1N Mg

(beﬂwa%%
%Tﬂl‘ﬂu (Zn.‘ﬁ%ln st

ﬂv-\(: Khhaw

Dt Plorwe— looo - Ivl

N M Mm“\O\FEQCHDIJ

DIPLIMA W ME ooo—lol-quﬂ’ 5%&“;@\ Yol
pLoty i BIE 00— [0]-2025—25] TotoM Ce o e
.‘A : WA AL £
'y Rand
oon - 1ol -1025-010 @upry —
Qe ™ME po1-\D\ -2015-0t4 ]
_9 ooy -13) Y

’, ‘ k . e |
7Y mg’é,i - | piPl
,;jﬂj ~
Tt ’swwm
s-iv’nd-—llm,m

Institution's
Swami Vive

ooo - o] ~2024 -5
[ poo - 101 ~202 - 061 | Arind Coper-
- lol =202

Ll

Ao

Innovation Coun_cil
kananda University



e

MoE's
innovation Cell
(Govommt of India)

Hﬂ““b‘"l Aclioanya
ERVE AN v
Jorpip Roey
42 | Mutnof Komay 4

AL .V
45 51\ D /%’7'7 |
46 | bne ey
47 "rd"pﬁk J v res Y 2
48 | Afany Magl ME 72
49 [ Rasivdno Nedh Mavima. ME v Bl Mo

50| Ronan ‘Xay DL I =011 | _Elhh ity
51 Kol Mt/ M.E e ,
52 Eé_riiﬂav& eg M_E //[% %{

[=x}
h

=)
~]

mmm \/
hnhvl-lls ;

il

Institution's lnnovatlon Councl

Swami Vivekananda University



